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The Proposal by Anton Chekhov

Produced by Haddo Arts in association with Ten Feet Tall
Adapted and directed by Mark Wood
Filmed by Roddy Simpson

Cast:

Stepan Stepanovitch Chubukov, a landowner Stewart Aitken
Natalya Stepanovna, his daughter, 25 years old Sarah Helen Ord
Iva Vassilevitch Lomov, a neighbour of chubukov ~ Mark Wood

Synopsis

Lomov has finally plucked up the courage to propose to Natalya Stepanovna, the daughter of his long-
time neighbour Chubukov. A surprising turn of events causes Lomov to get hot under the collar in more
ways than one.

Anton Chekhov wrote The Proposal in 1889 and referred to the play as a “joke in one act” identifying it
as being closer to farce than the seriousdrama more often associated with his works.

The Proposal was originally seen as part of “Chekhov Shorts” Ten Feet Tall's first ever production in
2016.

“..delivered with consummate ease and unfaltering confidence. As funny as they are, they also say
something about the absurdity of life and the strange quirks sometimes evident in human nature”
on "Chekhov Shorts™ Joyce Summers, Press and Journal, 2016

From the Director

‘I set out to create a version of the story that brought it away from rural Russia circa 1890 and a little
closer to home, sometime in the early 1900's.

The setting of Haddo House helped to bring the characters and voices to life ahead of time, allowing me
to envisage the world which they inhabit.

Sarah, Stewart and | - as performers - looked to make bold choices to allow the characters to spark and
ignite one another; this ‘powder keg’ always just below the surface.

The style of the piece we viewed as an older style sitcom - where the comedy is flowing fast and this
pace allows things to be said in the heat of the moment. A comedy-farce of manners and pleasantries
versus saying what you really think to someone’s face.

Special thanks to all at Haddo Arts and to everyone who helped behind the scenes. We hope you enjoy
watching it. From the Ten Feet Tall Team
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Cast Biographies

Stewart Aitken

Stewart is an Associate Artist with Ten Feet Tall company and was delighted to be part of this
innovative, site specific project for the Haddo Arts Festival. For TFT he has directed their productions
of “Crush” & “A Perfect Child" as well as appearing as Peter Quince and Egeus in “A Midsummer
Night's Dream” at Aberdeen Arts Centre and being part of the writing team for "See You in Court” for
Granite Noir 2020. He has enjoyed a career of over 35 years in the arts ranging from performing with
Wildcat and The Byre Theatre, St. Andrews to being Artistic Director with First Base Theatre, Borders
Youth Theatre, Wigan Pier Theatre Company and Aberdeen International Youth Festival. He has
recently taken on the role of Coordinator for the North East Culture Collective working with artists in
north east communities and looks forward to many more projects with Ten Feet Tall.

Sarah Helena Ord

Sarah is delighted to have been asked to reprise the role of Natalya, after previously playing her on
stage in Chekhov Shorts in 2016.

Sarah trained at the Academy of Live & Recorded Arts in London and most recently performed on
stage as Ruth in Easy Money, Princess Jasmine in Aladdin and Rowan Berry in Jack & The Beanstalk.
Sarah will soon be appearing as Herminninny in Harry Panto and Fairy Fabulous in Sleeping

Beauty this Halloween and Christmas. Recent film credits include Voice Notes, The Hanging

Branch and No Ladies Please.

Mark Wood
Mark trained at the RCS [formerly the RSAMD] in Glasgow as an Actor; class of 2005. Theatre
productions include:

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Jack and the Beanstalk, Secret Staging 1/ The Ching Room, Videotape
and Chekhov Shorts (Ten Feet Tall Theatre), Beauty and the Beast, The Pillowman (Aberdeen Arts
Centre), Granite (National Theatre of Scotland), Vanya, Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Blood Wedding
(Citizens Theatre), Victoria (Dundee Rep), One Day All This Will Come To Nothing (Traverse), The War
Hasn't Started Yet, Secrets, Take Me If You Need Me and The Children Never Looked Back (Play Pie
Pint for Oran Mor)

TV
Loch Ness (ITV), In And Out Of The Kitchen, The Ginge The Geordie and The Geek, How Not To Live
Your Life and The Verdict (BBC] Trinity, Sea of Souls (ITV] Taggart (SMG])

Film

Run (BBC Films/BFI/Barry Crerar], The Dark Within, Redwood Massacre and Attack of The Herbals
(Clear Focus Movies), Ashes (Bradgate Films), My Brother’'s Keeper, The Clan and In A Man's World
(Clan Films)




