
 

 

HADDO ARTS PRESENTS 
 

ROO GEDDES (Violin) AND MORGAN SZYMANSKI 

(Guitar) 
 

Saturday 20 June 2026 
 

PROGRAMME 

 

Sonata No. 2 in A minor BVW 1003 

Andante-Allegro 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 -1750 

Concerto No. 9 in D major RV230 

Allegro – Largo - Allegro 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678 -1741)  

Arr. M. Szymanski 

Cantabile in D Major Nicolo Paganini (1782 -1840) 

Estrellita Manual M. Ponce (1882 – 1948)  

Arr. M. Szymanski 

Spanish Dance (from La Vida 

Breve) 

Manuel de Falla (1876 – 1946) 

 

INTERVAL 
 

Romanian Folk Dances Bela Bartok (1881 – 1945) 

Bot tánc / Jocul cu bâtă (Stick Dance) 

Brâul (Sash Dance) 

Topogó / Pe loc (In One Spot) 

Bucsumí tánc / Buciumeana (Dance from Bucsum) 

Román polka / Poarga Românească (Romanian Polka) 

Aprózó / Mărunțel (Fast Dance) 

Una Limosna por el Amor de Dios Augustín Barrios Mangoré (1885 -1944) 

Bordell 1900 Astor Piazolla (1921 – 1992) 

Café 1930 Astor Piazolla (1921 – 1992) 

Nightclub 1967 Astor Piazolla (1921 – 1992) 

 

  



 

 

Roo Geddes is a multi-instrumentalist, educator and producer from Glasgow, Scotland.  

As the first violinist to study a Jazz Masters degree in Scotland, he encompasses a unique 

range of musical styles in his playing. He is a part-time lecturer for the Royal Conservatoire 

of Scotland and an Ambassador for the National Youth Orchestra of Scotland. His work 

stretches beyond performing and teaching, organising the award-winning Tea and a Tune 

concert series while coordinating EcoFolkies, a collective of traditional musicians engaging 

with the climate crisis.   

 

A finalist in last year’s BBC Young Traditional Musician of the Year and with a Bachelor ’s 

degree (hons 1.1) in classical violin, his practice spans the breadth and depth of Scotland’s 

vibrant musical culture. He has toured extensively, performing around the world with artists 

such as Rod Stewart and Dougie Maclean. His work spans collaborations with orchestras in 

the UK and Ireland, as well as with his own ensembles such as ‘Roo & Neil’ - who were 

selected as winners of Fèis Rois’ ‘In Tune with Nature’ Competition and are recipients of 

Celtic Connections’ prestigious Danny Kyle award. His trio  ‘Awkward Family Portraits’ 

maintain a busy performing schedule and are working on their third studio album while 

Bletherin, a Piano/Violin/Tabla trio are exploring the spaces between western and Indian 

musical styles. His duo Darach, with Galician guitarist Hugo Franco released their debut 

album this year to significant critical acclaim playing at international festivals such as 

Festival Interceltique de Lorient (France), Festival de Ortigueira (Spain), and Celtic 

Connections (Scotland). As a soloist, Roo has been invited to perform concertos with  

orchestras such as the Glasgow Symphony Orchestra, Glasgow Symphonia and the Peebles 

Symphony.  

 

A passionate educator, Roo has worked with a variety of charities and organisations including 

El Sistema, St Leonards International Baccalaureate School and Glasgow City Council. He 

holds a Diploma with distinction in Instrumental Teaching from the ABRSM in London and 

coordinates the Fèis na h-Apainne, which champions the Gaelic language through the 

provision of music workshops and instrumental lessons. His pedagogy is in high demand and 

he has given workshops internationally for institutions such as the Athenry Music School 

(Ireland), the San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers (USA), and for PRISMA (Mexico). 

 

Last year saw the release of his debut solo album ‘ Close’; a collection of his own 

arrangements and compositions spanning his upbringing in Classical and traditional Scottish 

music. The work features pieces composed by his late grandfather and world-renowned 

composer, John Maxwell Geddes. It is performed on Roo’s great, great grandfather’s violin 

alongside performances from his aunt, mother and grandmother. Roo currently is working in 

India, touring as a soloist and teaching with a variety of music schools and charities across 

the country. For the final three months of 2025, Roo embarked on a tour of India performing 

at festivals and teaching for schools and charities across 6 different states. To start the year, 

he returned to the UK to premier a new large scale composition commissioned from him by 

Celtic Connections, followed by touring in Australia, Belgium, Spain and France.  

  



 

 

Morgan Szymanski 

 

Born in Mexico City in 1979, Morgan Szymanski started playing the guitar at the age of six. 

Early studies at the National Music School (Mexico) and the Edinburgh Music School led to a 

scholarship to study under Carlos Bonell and Gary Ryan at the Royal College of Music (RCM) 

in London, graduating in 2004 with first class honours. During his studies he won guitar 

prizes at the RCM as well as being awarded scholarships from the Tillett Trust, Countess of 

Munster Musical Trust, Leverhulme Trust, Wall Trust, FONCA and a scholarship to study at 

the Conservatorium van Amsterdam. He went on to become the first solo guitarist to be 

selected by the Young Classical Artist Trust and was awarded a Junior Fellowship at the 

RCM, where he completed his Master’s degree with distinction. 

 

A top prize-winner at international competitions, Morgan won first prize at the National 

Guitar Competition in Mexico. Performances as a soloist and with orchestras have taken him 

to concert halls and festivals throughout the world. He is included in the Mexican Foreign 

Office publication “El Mundo en las Manos” for his contribution as an ambassador of music 

and Mexican culture overseas.  

 

In recent years Morgan has given recitals at major UK venues and festivals including the 

Wigmore Hall, Cadogan Hall, Bridgewater Hall, Purcell Room, Queen Elizabeth Hall, King’s 

Place, The Sage Gateshead, Royal Opera House, and London International Guitar Festival. He 

has appeared as a soloist with orchestras such as the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields, 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Hallé, Royal Northern Sinfonia, Filarmónica de la Ciudad de 

México, Orchestra of the Swan, Southbank Sinfonia, Welsh Chamber Orchestra, Scottish 

Sinfonia, RTÉ Concert Orchestra, the Cervantes Choir and the Coro de Madrigalistas de 

Bellas Artes in Mexico’s Palacio de Bellas Artes.  

 

Morgan is a resident artist at Beaminster Festival in Dorset, of which Sir Neville Marriner 

was patron. He continues to build his international reputation with performances around the 

world, most recently including performances at the Shanghai Oriental Arts Centre, Queens 

Hall (Edinburgh), Luxembourg Philharmonie, National Concert Hall (Dublin), Vienna 

Konzerthaus, Festival de México and Festival Cervantino. 

 

His recordings on Sarabande Records have been described as “top class in every respect” 

and as “a jewel” by Gramophone Magazine. Of Szymanski’s “Sketches of Mexico”, 

Gramophone Magazine wrote “a gorgeous and original tribute to Szymanski’s homeland, its 

artists and its music” with Morgan’s playing “of the highest order”. He has recorded the 

works of Alec Roth for the Signum label with tenor Mark Padmore. His latest recording, “El 

Arbol de la Vida” was supported by the Mexican Arts Council and includes nine world 

premieres written especially for him. 

 

Morgan’s devotion to chamber music has led to collaborations with singers Dame Ann 

Murray and Mark Padmore, guitarists John Williams, Carlos Bonell and Celso Machado, 

Alison Balsom (trumpet), Harriet Mackenzie and Lizzie Ball (violin), Marcelo Nisinman 

(bandoneon), Adam Walker and Alejandro Escuer (flute) and the Sacconi, Doric, Amici, 



 

 

Carducci, Cremona, Carlos Chávez and Odeion Quartets. Numerous composers have 

dedicated works for Morgan including, Alec Roth, Stephen McNeff, Simon Rowland-Jones, 

Simone Iannarelli, Deborah Pritchard, Paul Coles, Ivan Moseley, Marcela Rodríguez and Julio 

César Oliva.  

 

He is an alumni of Live Music Now! , the scheme started by Lord Yehudi Menuhin to reach 

audiences that would otherwise have no access to live music. In 2016 he founded PRISMA, an 

artistic outreach programme aimed at taking workshops in music and the performing arts to 

socially disadvantaged and remote areas in Mexico. This project has benefitted over 20,000 

Mexican children. Morgan is much in demand as a teacher and has given masterclasses at 

top conservatoires worldwide including the Royal College of Music, Royal Welsh College of 

Music (Cardiff) and Trinity College of Music as well as conservatoires in China and Mexico. 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this evening’s concert. The remaining events in this year’s Haddo 

Arts Presents season are: 

 

Sunday 23 August 3:30 pm Afternoon Family Ceilidh, in collaboration with 

Insch Ceilidh Club. Host Gary Coull. 

Sunday 23 August 7:00 pm  Scottish Country Dance at Haddo Hall, hosted by 

Gary Coull, with Liam Stewart’s Scottish Dance 
Band  

Saturday  

19 September 

7:30 pm Northern Passions: Grieg & Schumann – Chamber 

Meets Concerto. Nikita Lukinov and RCS Ensemble 

Saturday 10 October 2:30 pm Resurrecting the Marchesa: David & June Gordon 

Lecture by Sarah Dunant 

 

Haddo Courtyard Concerts*: 
 

Sunday 5 July 2:30 pm The Flute Choir from North East Scotland Music 

School, Director Catherine O’Rourke  

Sunday 2 August 2:30 pm Ronnie Gibson  (Scottish fiddle) 

Sunday 6 September 2:30 pm Singers from Haddo House Choral & Operatic 

Society 

*These are informal concerts, presented in partnership with the National Trust for Scotland 

at Haddo. No booking required. 

 

Click on the QR code for details of all events and to book 

 


