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HADDO ARTS PRESENTS

NORTHERN PASSIONS: SCHUMANN & GRIEG
CHAMBER MEETS CONCERTO

Pianist Nikita Lukinov and the RCS Ensemble
Saturday 19 September 2026

PROGRAMME

Piano Quintet in E flat major, Op. 44 Robert Schumann, 1810 - 1856

Nikita Lukinov, Piano
Basil Alter, Violin

Huixin Hu, Violin

Sarah Hannify, Viola
Rebekah Woodier, Cello

INTERVAL
Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 16 Edvard Grieg, 1843 - 1907
Nikita Lukinov, Piano Arr. Nikita Lukinov

Basil Alter, Violin

Huixin Hu, Violin

Sarah Hannify, Viola

Bohdan IInyskyi, Viola
Rebekah Woodier, Cello
Ursula Coe, Cello

Ehor Podkolzin, Double bass
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Piano Quintet in E flat major, Op. 44 (Robert Schumann, 1810 - 1856

! Allegro Brillante; II: In modo d'una marcia, un poco largamente ;
Il Scherzo : Molto vivace IV: Allegro ma non troppo

Schumann wrote this quintet in a single rush of inspiration in the
autumn of 1842 — his "year of chamber music,"” when ideas
seemed to arrive faster than he could set them down. It was

. something genuinely new: the first great work to marry a solo
piano with a full string quartet, and it more or less invented the
form. From its striding opening to the exhilarating double fugue
that crowns the finale, this is music of irrepressible warmth and
momentum, written for — and dedicated to — his beloved Clara.

One lovely detail: Clara was to give the first private run-through, but fell ill at the last
moment. Her friend Felix Mendelssohn stepped in and sight-read the fearsomely
difficult piano part on the spot — and it was his suggestions afterwards that led
Schumann to revise the work into the form we know today.

Piano Concerto in A minor, Op 16 (Edvard Grieg, 1843 - 1907)
I: Adagio molto moderator, II: Adagio,; Ill. Allegro moderato molto e marcato - Quasi
presto - Andante maestoso

In 1868, Grieg was just twenty-four, and a new father, when he
wrote this concerto during a happy summer in Denmark. It would
be the only concerto he ever completed — and it made his name,
opening with one of the most recognisable gestures in all of
music: that drum-roll and the tumbling cascade down the
keyboard. Norwegian folk song and dance colour every movement,
from the songful Adagio to the leaping halling rhythms of the
finale.

One thrilling detail: when Grieg visited Franz Liszt in Rome in 1870, Liszt took the
freshly written score to the piano and sight-read the whole thing — solo and
orchestra together — then looked up and told the young composer to keep going, that
he had what it takes. Tonight you hear it in an intimate chamber version, nearer and
more personal than any concert hall allows.
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Nikita Lukinov

Nikita Lukinov is one of the most exciting Scotland-based concert pianists acclaimed for his
“extraordinary breadth and freedom of imagination” (Gramophone) and named a "Rising
Star” by BBC Music Magazine. He has performed as a soloist in major venues across the UK,
Europe, Asia and Russia, including London’s Wigmore Hall, Southbank Centre, Bechstein
Hall, Steinway Hall, Edinburgh’s Usher Hall and St Giles” Cathedral; Barcelona's Palau de la
Musica, the Verbier Festival, Fazioli Hall in Italy; Guangzhou Opera House, Shanghai Opera
House; and the Tchaikovsky Conservatoire in Moscow. His numerous live and studio
performances have been broadcast on BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio Scotland, and Scala Radio.

One of the milestones in his career came during the 2024/25 season, when he completed a
40-concert tour across Scotland, from the Borders to the Orkney Islands. The tour included
appearances at venues such as the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Inverness Town Hall,
Perth Concert Hall, and the St Magnus Festival. Alongside recital work, he led outreach
events in care homes and special education schools, affirming his commitment to inclusive
musical engagement by bringing world-class performance to communities often excluded
from the concert halls.

In June 2025 Nikita was awarded 3rd Prize at the Malaga International Piano Competition. In
November 2025 Nikita embarked on a tour of China, delivering masterclasses and evening
recitals at the Beijing University, Guangzhou Opera House, Chengdu Concert Hall, Suzhou
Opera House and Shanghai Opera House.

Originally from Russia, Nikita received full scholarships to study at The Purcell School and
later at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, where he completed his Bachelor's, Master's,
and Artist Diploma degrees with distinction. Since 2021, he has served as a piano lecturer at
the RCS, becoming the youngest senior faculty member across the UK's Royal Schools of
Music. His debut CD "Kaleidoscope” featuring lesser known works by Tchaikovsky, Scriabin
and Prokofiev was released by KNS Classical in 2023.

During his Conservatoire years Nikita had masterclasses from leading pianists including Sir
Andras Schiff, Sir Stephen Hough, Steven Osbrone, Kirill Gerstein, Jean-Efflam Bavouzet,

Dang Thai Son and many others.

More information is available at www.lukinoff.com

The Trustees of Haddo Arts are grateful to Haddo House Choral & Operatic Society for kind
permission to use the Haddo Steinway Model C Grand Piano



https://www.lukinoff.com/
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Haddo Arts Presents...

We hope you have enjoyed this evening's concert. The remaining events in this year's Haddo
Arts Presents season are:

Saturday 10 October Resurrecting the Marchesa:
2:30 pm, David & June Gordon Lecture by Sarah Dunant

Haddo House Library In this illustrated lecture, the historian and novelist shares her
research and insights into Isabelle d'Este, Renaissance patron of
the arts

Thursday 5 November  Héxan: Witches Brew

12:45 pm Neil Birse, Matthew Kilner and Graeme Stephen perform
Lunchbreak Concert, excerpts from their newly composed music for Haxan (see below)

Cowdray Hall, Aberdeen In association with Aberdeen Art Gallery

Partner events at Haddo:

Haddo Arts are delighted to be partnering with North East Arts Touring, NTS at Haddo and
Belmont Cinema for the Festival of Darkness: Witches through commissioning Neil Birse
and Matthew Kilner to create and perform new music to accompany the screening of Haxan:
The Esoteric Cut.

Saturday 24 October 2:30 pm Witches. Film & post-screening discussion panel

Haddo House Library

Saturday 24 October 6:45 pm Pre-screening talk - Haxan: The Esoteric Cut

Peatyards

Saturday 24 October 7:30 pm Héaxan: The Esoteric Cut

Haddo House Hall Film screening with live music played by Neil Birse,

Matthew Kilner and Graeme Stephen

Sunday 25 October 1:30 pm The Secret of Kells

Haddo House Hall Family film

Sunday 25 October 7:00 pm She Will

Haddo House Library Film screening with introduction
Details of Haddo Arts Presents 2027 will be available early next year. E L ™
Click on the QR code for current event details, to book and/or sign up for . —T-
our newsletter E
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